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Ir may be thought that an 
Author, hd, thigh fem 
ſize of his work, is ſcarcely: en- Te 
titled to that name, yet alfes, ; 
the dignity of a Preface, is like 
a Dwarf in highland ſhoes, 
which rather prejudice than ſerve 


him 


⸗ | 
| 
| 


N AGE. 8” gen JI — rs 9 ws — 


ry 
eee ro rn” 
— 


1 


4 
p 
. 
— ͤ U U— RAHrr?PꝑZꝶ ere 3 


| 3 in "he eyes of the” Public, | 


8 as the Dwarf that now 


preſents himſelf is ſtrictly war- 


ranted in ſaying, that he does 


not intend any fallacy, nor does 


he expect any profit by exhibiting 
ei as be appears in a plain 
dreſs, not even parzy-coloured, 
much leſs in livery, as ſome of 
his race have; and (though he 
may be charged with piefatapeicn 
in ſometimes giving advice) as he 
dove not mean to give offence; 
for all theſe renſoar he hopes to 


eſcape 


T we] 
eſcape without inſult, particulatly 
as he will not attempt to return 
it. But ſhould any gigantic Au- 
thor condeſcend to take him up 
in his hand, and have the cruelty - 
to laſh him, this little Dwarf, 
like his brethren in romance, may 


have his champion. 
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I WOULD leave this ſubje& to the 
cool diſcuſſion of the two Houſes of Par- 
liament, did I not feel a reſpect for the 
honeſt, though, in my opinion, miſtaken 
zeal, with which the author of an 
Addreſs, that- occaſions this Letter, pro- 
nounces a judgment, worſe than excom- 
munication againſt any man who ſhall 
attempt to “' ſupport, abet, or counte- 
« nance the pretenſions of the preſent 
«© inſurgents.” 
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I am not an advocate for treaſon, nor 


- 
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even outrage; 'yet I not only ſupport, 
abet, and countenance, but with all 
hamility carneſtly exhort parliamentary 
enquiry on the ſubject, which I know is 


all that is wiſhed for, by thoſe of them 
Who are (except in their allowing the 


means taken to attain it) rational; for 
fuch there are among this immenſe 


body. 


And here I cannot but regret that my 
friend, for ſo I wiſh to call the author 
of that addreſs, did not inſert in it more 


of that “ accurate information” he might 


have got from the country, (ſavage as he 
deſcribes it to be) and mix it with what 
he appears to have got from the court- 
chriſtian ; as I think he would not then 


have called theſe lawleſs, I admit, but 


infatuated people, a “ popiſh banditti, 


<« ſpirited up by agitating friars, and 


© Romiſh miſſionaries, /ent here for the 
« purpoſe of ſowing edition. 


I will not enter into a political diſcuſ- 


ſion, whether this be a time likely for a 


nation that has been called, and with 


reaſon, 


1 


reaſon, our natural enemy, to employ 
perſons on ſuch an embaſſy; but this 1 
think I may aſſert, that even the peaſan- 
try of Munſter, where theſe diſgraceful 
riſings originated, are not now 10 bigot- 
ted to prieſthood, as to be led by it to 
ſlaughter without pay; and there is no 
appearance of their being paid :—that 
there have not been any ſuch friars or 
miſſionaries found in the country; and 
that if there are any, they are very 
ſhallow politicians, therefore not alarm- 
ing; for there has not. been an inſtance 
throughout the late circuit, where theſe 
culprits have been ſupported, either in 
gaol or on their trial, at an expence that 
juſtifies ſuch an opinion. ; 


Having endeavoured to do away the 
alarm of the worſt of civil wars, and 
(among a long catalogue of miſeries) 
* the ſcourges of the Almighty, famine, 
© peſtilence and the ſword,” denounced 
by THEOPHILUS againſt this devoted 
nation, if we liſten to the complaints of 
theſe people, whether real or imaginary, 
think it not amiſs, under the cover of 
diſguiſe, to deſcribe myſelf and my 

| tenets, 


| 


— — 
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tenets, ſo far as 1275 preſent ſubjeat 
fequires. 2 


1 your as free from intereſt, for or 


_ againſt Tithes, as any other, I hope I 
may fay, good ſubject whatſoever ; to- 


tally unconneRed, as far as any man in 


ſociety can be, with any who are inte- 


reſted; have as real and high a reſpect 
for the goſpel and its miniſters, as moſt 
Laymen have; therefore feel the fulleſt 


conviction chat the former cannot be 


ſupported, as it ought, unleſs the latter 
are in general liberally, and almoſt to a 
man, ſecurely provided for; and I muſt 
repeat it, have that abhorrence of all 


lawleſs proceedings, that every man in 


the community ought to have; would I 


could fay, really has! But with great 


deference I ſay, Chat circumſtanced as this 
nation is at preſent, the Parliament ought 
fo attend to the united voice of even the 
popiſh peaſantry, of at leaſt one province, 
and that the largeſt, where the principal 


grievance they allege I think I might Jay 


the only one} is the conduct of Tithe Far- 
mers and Proctors. 


I have 


_ L343 
1 have been circumſpect, and, I think, 
moderate in this my ſtate of the matter; 
yet I think myſelf obliged, leſt I ſhould 
be thought an advocate rather for theſe 
people, than for our clergy, and the 
kingdom in general, more fully to ex- 
plain myſelf. I ſay, circumſtanced as this 
nation is at preſent, becauſe I think there 
never was a time when induſtry among 
all ranks of men, was more eſſentially 
neceſſary to the proſperity of this coun- 
try ; and that induſtry cannot exiſt with 
riot, is an axiom that needs no proof. 
I paſs therefore to an explanation how 
far I think this ſubject ought to be 
attended to; which is, by an early, full, 
and candid enquiry into, and deciſion of, 
the cauſe of _ theſe diſturbances, that 
have proved ſo injurious to the credit of 
the kingdom at large. If they ſhall ap- 
pear to have been without foundation, 
let the voice of Parliament proclaim it 
to the world; and let it be known alſo, 
that the ſevereſt vengeance of the law 
will fall, with its heavieſt weight, on any 
who ſhall thenceforward dare, by any 
lawleſs proceeding, to check the riſing. 
proſperity of the nation. If, on the con- 
| trary, 
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trary, the law requires ſome amendment 
by time, imperfection, or -abuſe, will a 
perſon aſſuming the title of ThREOTHILUs 
oppoſe ſuch a meaſure? That, he well 


knows, would be an incanſiſtency i in 


terms. 


The expreſſion of popiſb peaſantry 1 
need not enlarge on, becauſe I have 
already offered ſome reaſons for thinking 
this is by no means a religious diſpute ; 
and as I may hereafter have occaſion to 
ſay more on that ſubject : I proceed then 
to give my reaſons for thinking that the 
principal grievance alleged by theſe in- 
ſurgents is, the conduct of Tithe Far- 
mers and Prodors; whether juſtly or not, 
I think it unneceſſary to give an opinion 
here: but I will venture to appeal to 
the fair interpretation of even that ſedi- 
tious letter, with the reſolutions annex- 
ed, alluded to by THEOPHILUS, to juſ- 
tify me. 


Our Parſons are, no doubt, introduc- 
cd into the letter in a manner highly 
diſreſpectful and indecent; but in the 


{ame ſentence, 'tis to the Proctors alone 


that 


5 
that Heecing and rapine are imputed ; 


and in another paſſage, the Tithe Far- 
mer and the Prieſt are ſtated as the ene- 


mies of agriculture and population. The 


reſolutions annexed have the ſame lan- 
guage; and their impudent table of 
rates, with which they conclude, are 
expreſsly confined to Proctors and Prieſts, 
with the latter of whom the titular 
Biſhops have long ſince adjuſted: the dif- 
ference, by regulating their dues: I am 
warranted, therefore, in ſaying, that the 
conduct of Tithe Farmers and Proctors 
is the principal, and indeed only, griev- 
ance alleged by them. 


Particular inſtances there are, I ad- 


mit, where the Clergy have, without the 


interference of Proctors, been much in- 
jured in their property; but I believe 
they have proceeded from rigid and 
injudicious ſtrictneſs, or too eaſy and 


timid conduct ; both, in my mind, miſ- 


taken, though no man of feeling will 
heſitate which to give the preference to. 
1 would on the other ſide. mention in- 
ſtances where Clergymen in Munſter 


have, this laſt ſeaſon, not only been of- 
; fered 
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Seared their Tithe in kind, without fraud 
TY equivocation, | or. obſtruction, and that 


at meetings of the whole pariſh ; but 
where they have actually been drawn, 
if I did not think that a writer, who 
declines giving his own name to the 
public, has not a right to offer that of 
another without his conſent, unleſs it 


be that of a public character acting 
officially. $f | 


But further : I believe there are but 


two inſtances of any perſonal attack 


upon Clergymen; the one, indeed, was 
treated in a very inhuman, favage man- 
ner, without the leaſt cauſe, that I have 
heard; but the other made himſelf ob- 
noxious by officiating otherwiſe than as 
a parochial Clergyman : ſo that, on the 
whole, I. ſee no reaſon for the alarm 
given by THEOPHILUS, Where he inſinu- 
ates that the Clergy © labour under the 
ce continual apprehenſion of being put 
« to the cruelleſt tortures, or maſſacred 
« by a ſavage banditti in the day, or 
« burned in their beds at night by noc- 
* turnal incendiaries.“ 


It 


* 19 Þ- 
lt is now high time, after declaring 
hes as far as I can judge, was not the” 
ae of theſe outrages, to ſubmit my 
opinion what did produce them. I do . -. 
not pretend to more dexterity than others 
in unravelling the little cauſes of great 
events; but I think, on this occaſion, 
an attention to, with ſome experience 
of the general diſpofition of our countrymen, 
and the particular ſtate of Munſter lately, 
will be a neceſſary though eaſy clue to 
the attempt. 


As to the general diſpegfition of the 
lower order, it does not require much 
experience to be convinced, that even in 
the receiving of rents through moſt part 
of the kingdom, a landlord (who, in 
point both of ſituation and law, has 
many and ſignal advantages over a Cler- 
gyman in the collecting of Tithes) if he 
relied for his rent from ſeveral hundred 
poor tenants, on notes payable in twelve 
months; I ſay, even a landlord in ſuch a 
ſituation, would find theſe notes paid 
with no ſmall reluctance. And, as to 
the particular fate of Munſter lately, it is 
notorious, that within theſe two years, 
OO 9 tillage 
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tillage bas increaſed there more than 


eould have been conceived ; principally 
among other reaſons from the late boun- 
ty on the exportation of corn, and from 
a ſtricter attention to Police in cities, 
where abundance of corn has within 
that time been bought for exportation, 
not only by their own merchants, but 
thoſe of Dublin and other places; an. 
attempt not thought of, at leaſt with 
effect, till lately; but now purſued, 
with perhaps a premature avidity. The 


- conſequence of this great increaſe of 
Tillage is, of courſe, that much more 


Tithes are to be paid. Now, however 
unreaſonable it may be, certainly the 
fact is, that the lower order of people 
there, either do not really, or do not 
appear to conſider that the increaſed 


demand is only in proportion to, and in 
\ conſequence of, the increaſe of their 


own profits, but merely look to the groſs 


'ſum charged, or, if I may ſo expreſs 
myſelf, to the charge in the lump. This, 


no doubt, is highly unreaſonable, and 


may appear to ſome improbable; I think 
it therefore proper to juſtify the aſſertion 


by facts, that have come within my own 
knowledge, 


En 


knowledge, which perhaps I would not 
mention, if I did not believe the ſame - 
to have come within the experience of 
many others. I have been preſont at 
pariſh meetings after the Tithes were 
valued by perſons agreed to by the pa- 
riſhioners themſelves, when the follow- 
ing has paſſed between the Clergyman 
and ſeveral of his pariſhioners. 


« You have ſo much corn, at ſo much 
« an acre. or rod. Allowed.“ That 
c amounts to ſo much.” - Allowed. 
_ © Ditto, hay and potatoes.” Allowed. 
Well; one would then ſuppoſe all was 
ſettled amicably. But unfortunately, 
when the countryman comes to aſk how 
much all that amounts' to, and is told, 
he flies off, and flies out directly, curſ- 
ing and ſwearing in a language unknown 
to the aſtoniſhed Parſon, who thought all 
was ſettled ; and diſputes upon one falfe 
pretence or other for half an hour per- 
haps, and frequently but for a few 
pence, in a rage that two and two ſhoufd 
make four. 


In 
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In this manner have I frequently 
known a very reſpectable Clergyman 
detained and inſulted. Bleſſed provi- 
ſion, jure divino, for men of a liberal 
education, and the diſciples of the 
Lord ! | 


It muſt have been perceived that J 
have all this time ſuppoſed the Clergy 
alone to have treated with the Farmer, 
and that on the moſt friendly terms, for 
Predial Tithes, and no other; without 
the interference of Proctors, or the claim 
of what are called ſmall Dues, 


But I muſt return to be general dif- 
poſition of our countrymen ;—and here let 
me aſſure them, I would throw a veil 
over their defects, inſtead of expoſing 
them, as it may be called, if they were 
not too notorious ;z yet, in my mind, 
neceſſary to be ſtated. It may be ſome 


excuſe for me to admit, that in any 


country, the ſame effect would be pro- 
duced by the ſame cauſe, which is idle- 
neſs, that © root of all evil” Among 

the popiſh poor, their frequent intermiſ- | 


ſion from Nx by curſed holidays, 
for, 


1 
for, politically ſpeaking, ſo I muſt call 
them, aſſiſted by the ſtaple commo- 
dity, whiſkey, give ſuch opportunity 
and encouragement to the planning and 
executing of every ſpecies of outrage, as 
is ſufficient to account for their following 
any profligate and deſperate characters, 
willing to delude them with the falſe 
hopes of bettering their condition by 
ſuch outrage. While among the better 
ſort, in point of ſubſtance I mean, the 
ſame cauſe, idleneſs, or if they like the 
term better, indolence, produces a tem- 
per fatal to the welfare of the ſtate, and, 
in the end, deſtructive to themſelves: 
a temper, the effect of which 1s beſt 
underſtood, I think, by comparing it to 
the calmneſs and philoſophy of a pedlar 
I have read of, who, when he heard 
_ thieves in the houſe, would not quit his 
bed to alarm the family, becauſe he was 
but a lodger; and was ſurpriſed in the 
morning at hearing that his box, con- 
| taining all his worldly ſubſtance, was 
taken away by them. Nor let any one 
be offended at this homely fſimile,—quz 
capit, ille fecit; or for the benefit of 
country gentlemen, the cap is intended 
| only 
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only for ſuch as it fits : and will any man 
fay that theſe tumults-could have ariſen 
to the height they have, if the Gentlemen 


of the country had not at the beginning of 


them, like the Pedlar, been too fond of 
their bed; for it is notorious that theſe 
Inſurgents never dared to infult the laws 


of their country by day, in the manner 
they have ſince done, till, by the ſupine- 
neſs of the Gentlemen, they gained ſuch 
ſtrength as to defy them; inſomuch that 
in one county, as I am credibly informed, 
it appeared in evidence, on the trial of 


thoſe inſurgents, that they had the mad 
inſolence to challenge the greateſt num- 


ber of Gentlemen that ever appeared 


together againſt them in arms, and ſome 


of the firſt rank and conſequence; no 
leſs a force than the whole power of the 
county, ſummoned by the High Sheriff to 


attend in arms. 


What then ha ve thoſe to anſwer for 
who have been acceſſary to ſuch proceed- 
ings? It cannot be denied, that many of 
thoſe who in the beginning attended the 
meetings by night were actually known, 
and that almoſt all of them might eaſily 

have 


2 15 | 


have been diſcovered, and as eaſily ap- 
prehended ; if then a few had been made 
examples of, we ſhould not at this day 
have the ſubſiſtence of many reſpectable 
individuals ſuſpended, without even a 
charge againſt them of having offended; 
we ſhould not have the whole Nation in- 
volved in ſuch an enormous expence, civil 
and military, as muſt have incurred al- 
ready, and muſt continue till the Peace 
of the Country is reſtored ; we ſhould not 
have a popiſh Peaſantry in arms, partly 
taken from ourſelves; we thould not 
have a dangerous ſtab given to the credit 
of the Nation, by having theſe outrages 
blazoned to the world through our public 
Prints ; nor ſhould we have the humanity 
of Government, and every man of feel- 
ing, wounded by the painful neceſſity (if 
| theſe proceedings continue) of having, 
beſides the numerous ſacrifices of life that 
muſt be made to the law, the innocent 
involved with the guilty, which may be 
the conſequence of a promiſcuous flaugh- 
ter in the ſuppreſſing of theſe meetings. 


It may be aſked here, for what purpoſe 
1 lay open theſe cauſes and effects, diſ- 
guſtful 
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guſtful to every friend of his country? 
It ſhould be conſidered, that the former is 
the main object of this publication, and 


J am reluctantly led to the latter, to ſhew 


the dangerous conſequence of ſuffering a 


lawleſs ſpirit to continue among the Peo- 


ple; for though I totally acquit them of 
that black and bloody plot imputed to 
them by ThrorhiLus, yet I am fully 
convinced, there 1s no outrage too great 
for their madneſs to attempt, when goad- 
ed, as I have already ſaid, by profligate 
characters, if not counteracted by the ex- 
ertions of Gentlemen, ſupported, as they 
have been in the moſt laudable manner, 
by the powers of Government. I ſhall 
now quit this diſagreeable ſubject, and 
apply myſelf to ſome remarks on the dif- 
ferent © propoſitions propoſed to be prov- 
© ed” by THEOPHILUS, with an obſerva- 


tion or two on the plan ſuggeſted by him 


as a ſubſtitute for Tithes. 


The firſt propoſition he has reduced to 
form is, © That the 2bolition or reduQion 
« of tithe by law, as this nation is ſitu- 
«© ated, will be in effect a tranſlation of 


ce property, from the Clergy of the eſta- 
« bliſhed. 


1 F N 
cc bliſhed Church to the popiſh Eccleſiaſ- 
« tics.” It appears to me, the mode of 
proving this is by no means ſatisfactory, 
nor indeed conſiſtent with the proof that 
is attempted of the . propo- 
ſition. i 


It is ſaid, © That if the Roman Catho- 
« lics ſucceed in deſpoiling the Proteſtant 
« Clergy. of Tithes, their own Prieſts will 
cc exact them with much more rigour than 
© the Proteſtant Clergy were ever able to 
* do, being perſuaded by their prieſts that 
« tithes are payable jure divino, or by the 
«© law of God, and that they muſt be- 
« lieve it a mortal ſin to defraud the prieſt 
« of tithe.” 


Now, I cannot admit that the Prieſts 
have perſuaded their flocks to pay tithe, _ 
even where the laws of their country 
unite with the laws of God in requiring 
them; nor do I think, if the Legiſlature 
ſhould adopt any other proviſion for the 
Clergy 1n lieu of tithes, that the moſt de- 
vout peaſant in Munſter would believe it 
a mortal fin not to pay the ſame debt 
twice; to our clergy firſt, and again to 
D their 
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their own prieſt; all that ha ve come to 
my knowledge thinking it fully ſufficient 
to pay even their greateſt favourites once. 
And this argument, adduced by THREO- 

PHILUS, ſeems to me to be ſomewhat in- 
conſiſtent with the proof attempted of 
the next propoſition, © That the aboli- 
gestion or reduction of tithe will increaſe, 
cc inſtead of diminiſhing, the burdens of 

ce the real landholder and farmer.” 


The mode of proving this is, © That if 
« all the land of the kingdom were ex- 
ec empt from tithes, the landlord' would 
* charge ſo much more in rent.” Now, 
I do not ſee how land can be ſaid to be 
exempt from tithe, if the prieſts were to 
exact payment of it, as is ſuppoſed by 
the precedent propoſition ; and indeed 
the very mention of lands now exempt 
from tithe, as having been the eſtates of 
monaſteries or abbeys, overſets the hypo- 
theſis that prieſts would in any event ex- 
act tithes, becauſe I believe they never 
even claimed any out of thoſe lands, 
which 1s the very reaſon why they are 
ſet ſo much higher at preſent. 1 ſhall 


therefore cloſe my remarks on theſe two 


propoſitions, 


1 
propoſitions, by venturing to expreſs an 
opinion, that ſhould: any ſubſtitute for 
tithes be appointed, it will be very diffi- 


cult to find a name for it fo hard, as that 


it cannot be explained to people in gene- 
ral to mean another mode of proviſion 
for our Clergy, and that even the meaneſt 
capacity will underſtand, that it is not to 
be paid either to OY or Lewd 


The next „ to be conſidered i is, 
« That the preſent method of raiſing a 
© maintenance for the national clergy, by 
© payment of tithe in the manner it is 
© by law payable, is the propereſt mode 
* of © raiſing a maintenance for them; 
« and that it is difficult, if not 1 NN 
«© cable, to ſubſtitute any other method 
« of raiſing a maintenance for them, con- 
e ſiſtent with juſtice and reaſon.” 


As to the former part of this propoſi- 
tion, I admire as much as any man the 
wiſdom and piety of our anceſtors on this 
ſubject, and agree with TRROHTLus, 
that their example ſhould be imitated, as 
far as the diſtance and change of times 


will admit; however, I take the liberty 
of 
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of offering an opinion, that there might 
ha ve been ſomething of clerical influence 
and policy, as well as piety, in adhering 
to the mode of paying Tithes in kind, 
after the ſcarcity of money (which in 
thoſe days made it neceſſary that Rente 
too ſhould in general be paid in the fame 
6 had da et Ra 


But I wes ko TREE to — 1 ſee no 
eben to doubt that there will be found 
in our two Houſes of Parliament (with 
the concurrence of Majeſty) wiſdom and 
piety ſufficient to deviſe and eſtabliſh, 
by law, a- proviſion for our Clergy, 

Sufficiently liberal, equally permanent and 
proportioned to the value of money, com- 
munibus annis, or one year with ano- 
ther; punctually paid and ſecured, in the 
moſt effeual manner our conſtitution will 
admit of, but better adapted to the preſent 
fate of it. All of them, in my mind, 
neceſſary ingredients, and more than 
equivalent to the preſent right of draw- 
ing Tithes in kind, which in moſt in- 
ſtances, is, or might be made, more a 
nominal than a real benefit to the 


Clergy. In the upper * of Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment, I think, our parochial Clergy are 
reaſonably ſecure in the piety of thoſe 
Right Reverend Prelates, who, no doubt, 
as their duty requires, have well con- 
ſidered and informed themſelves on this 
ſubject, from the beſt authority: and 
if in the Lower Houſe there are any 
young members, who have not been 
bleſt with piety! to lead them to enquire | 
into the wifdom and piety of our an- 
ceſtors on this ſubject, I will beg leave to 
refer them to a very few lines in the firſt 
volume of Sir W. Blackſtone's Commen- 
taries, p. 384, at the end, and 385, 


where the conduct recommended to their 


imitation is fully ſet forth, in the origi- 
nal diſtribution of Tithes, ſo long ago 
as the very firſt eftabhiſhment of parochial 
Clergy. I would infert the paſſage, but 
that the young members of our Houſe of 
Commons, to whom I have taken the 
liberty of addreſſing myſelf here, will 
find an advantage in conſulting that 
learned yet elegant author. FT have ſaid 
ſo much only to aſſert the validity and 
antiquity of the title of our Clergy to 
ſuch a proviſion. To return then to 
THEOPHILVUS, whoſe words I wiſh to 
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follow, though I am ſo unfortunate as 
ſometimes to difter with him in his ſen- 
timents. £4 7-7 


ty after the. 5” I have 
laſt alluded - he ſays, this leads me 


© to the conſideration of an argument 


<« adduced by the enemies of our eſta- 
ee bliſhed Church, for the abolition of 
66 Tithes, to wit, that ey are' a tax 


0 upon induſtry.” 


1 1 cannot 3 that an "held 
and induſtrious farmer is to be conſider- 


ed as an enemy to our eſtabliſhed church, 


if after calculating what he will be "=D 
ed to pay the ProQor for, perhaps, his 
ſcanty crop; and after reſting from the 
labour of his plough, he looks acroſs 
the road, and viewing an immenſe 
tract of country, ſtocked with the fat 
cattle of his fatter neighbour, he lets a 
ſigh eſcape, and calls Tithes a tax upon 
induſtry. That he is correct in his ex- 
preſſion I will not aſſert, as I do not 
wiſh to diſpute about words; perhaps if 
we look back, as I have adviſed, into 
the original inſtitution of the proviſion 
for our * clergy, we ſhall find 

even 


N 
even the word Tithe liable to ſome ex- 
ception. I have already ſaid, I thought 
it almoſt indifferent what name we ſub- 
ſtitute for it, but would recommend 
the term Duty, to remind all perſons of 
the .indiſpenſable duty they owe their 
parochial Clergy, were it not that THRO- 
PHILUS reminds me, in his argument 
on this paſſage, of a very material diſ- 
tinction between Tithes and Duties paid 
by Merchants, to which he compares 
them. The diſtinction is this, that mer- 
cantile duties on any article, are the 
ſame throughout the kingdom; by 
which (the conſumer always paying 
every tax in the end) the ſame articles 
on which merchants pay duty are ſent 


to market loaded with the ſame 


charge; but when in one part of the 
kingdom, no tithe at all is paid for a cer- 
tain article, as potatoes, and in another 
I will not ſay how much is charged, 


neither the farmers nor conſumers 'of 


ſuch articles deal on equal terms : a rea- 
ſon, I think, for ſome alteration in the 
law as to Tithes. 
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The ſecond part of the n 


now under conſideration, namely, That 
it is - difficult | to ſubſtitute another 
mode of raiſing a maintenance for our 
Parochial Clergy, conſiſtent with juſtice 
and rea ſon, - freely admit; therefore 
lea ve the ſuggeſting of one to en 


whoſe more immediate duty it is, and 
from whom it would come with more 


weight, even where my name might be 
known; and leſt my name might be 
ſought after for the purpoſe of declaring 


me an enemy to my country, were I to 
inſinuate that a rich Grazier, who may 


have as much occaſion for the prayers of 


the church as an induſtrious huſband- 
man, ſhould contribute his mite to the 


ſupport of it; or give offence by offer- 
ing it as my opinion, that while it is 


made neceſſary for Proctors to be, in 


general, principals in Tithes, they will 
continue to compound with great men 
for very little, or next to nothing, with- 
out paying the ſame: compliment, as far 


as I have heard, to the poor * 1155 


The next de to be taken notice of, 
following the courſe of 'TyroPaILUs, is, 


his 


„ 
N T 256 J 


his own plan; and thoug h I do not How 


it in the ſame light as 50 has thät of 


another, namely, as a compoſition of 
& deceit and injuſtice, 4 ſyllabub of abſur- 


« dity, low cunning, &. &c.” yet I hope 


to be allowed the liberty of making a few 
objections that ſeem to have eſcaped him, 
eſpecially, as he has himſelf acknowledg- 
ed, that he deſpairs of the practicability of 


it, that there is a radical deficiency in it, 


and that he plainly ſees difficulties al- 
moſt inſurmountable in the execution of 
it, in any event. His plan is * that the 
« twentieth part of the land of every 
«© pariſh, eve oath as well the quantity 


c as the quality of the ground, be ſet 


c apart for the maintenance of the in- 
„ cumbent, and that the land fo ſet 
apart ſhall be for ever conſidered as 
& Glebe land; that the incumbent ſhall 
© have no power of leaſing it for a lon- 

« per term than during his own incum- 
© hency; and that the land fo ſet apart 
„ ſhall for ever remain the property of 
« the incumbent and his ſucceſſors, for 
ce his and their maintenance, in lieu 
« of all Tithes, which are for ever to 
« ceaſe.” 


E The 


EN 
The firſt defect that appears to me in : 


this plan is, that we do not know who 


theſe Commiſſioners of  Perambulation 


are to be, how appointed, or with what 


powers inveſted, whether final or ſub- 
ject to appeal; all of them, in my mind, 
cireumſtances of ſome moment towards 
the faithful and effectual diſcharge of 
their duty ; beſides, conſidering as I do, 


ſuch a truſt of no ſmall importance, and 
that a ſufficient number of men, pro- 


perly qualified for the diſcharge of it, 
would not volunteer on this occaſion in 
the ſervice of the public; I think ſome 
means ſhould be deviſed to defray the 


expence of fixing on, as well as pur- 
chaſing eſtates, amounting to conſider- 


ably more than two thouſand in number, 
and which ſhould be ſufficient in value 
to ſupport the Clergy in a manner be- 
coming their profeſſion. But I will ſup- 
poſe this part of the plan executed, and, 
for expedition ſake, the leaſes too, dur- 
ing incumbency, without. the one fine 
allowed by the plan, which would be 
the mode moſt favourable to the execu- 


tion of it. In this ſituation of affairs, 


it is aſſerted, that theſe lands would not 
| be 


. 1 
be leis cultivated than lay eſtates, and 
that the rents would be paid without 
e or ſtrife. 


n tie occaſion too, it 1s neceſſary to 
ſuppoſe ſomething, which is, that the 
preſent rage for tillage and improvement 


of ground, in all manner of ways, is 


ſuch as to tempt perſons to lay out their 
money, on the hopes of a leaſe for the 
life of another ; and when this was done, 
what would be the conſequence ? 


I muſt inform THEO HILVs, that be- 
ſides vacancies by death, or other pre- 
ferment, there are modes of exchanging 
livings, deviſed by the Clergy, with the 
aſſiſtance of Civilians; which practice, I 
am inclined to . his plan would 
promote, in proportion to the improve- 
ment of theſe eſtates: and as to the caſe 
and punctuality with which the Clergy 
by ſuch a plan would, in all caſes, 
receive their rent; I think there is ſome 
reaſon to fear, that if a Parſon came 
into a ſtrange country, and was diſcover- 
ed to have no other income than his 
benefice, or to be Prinripallf depending 

on 


* — 1 ted one. 
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on it, which too often 8 in ſuch 
a caſe, I ſay, there is ſome reaſon to fear 


the poor Parſon would find: ſome dif- 


ficulty in getting a tenant that would 
pay him punctually, without litigation ; 
or ſtrife, the full value of his eſtate. I 
ha ve, as it appears to me, ſaid enough 
(if it was neceſſary to add any thing to 
what TaHEoPHILUs has himfelf ſaid on 


this plan) to ſhew at leaſt the au and 
difficulty of it. 


I proceed, therefore, to the fifth pro- 


poſition, which I intend to conclude with, 


becauſe all that is aſſerted by ThRORHT- | 


Lus in the concluding part of his Addreſs, 


and not before taken notice of by me, 
is, that our religious eſtabliſhment is the 


main pillar of our conſtitution, in which 


poſition I am happy to agree with him 


a cordially. 'The fifth propoſition 


then is, © that the methods of recover- 
« ing Tithe by the law of the land, as 
cc it now ſtands, from thoſe who unjuſt- 


« ly withhold or ſubſtract it, have been 
. < deviſed with great equity and modera- 


& tion; and are neither vexatious, _ 


22 preflive, nor expenſive.” 
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To deal with this 1 is, 27 


own, by far the moſt difficult and un- Way 2 


grateful part of the taſk I have aſſigned 
myſelf; partly, becauſe any one who 
denies it is declared to be an igno- 
rant and malicious ſcribbler ; a title not 
very pleaſing to any author, but leſs ſo 
to one who never appeared- before in 
that character. This taſk is the more 
diſtreſſing to me, becauſe I have hitherto 
cautioufly avoided uſing any expreſſion 
that might, in the ſmalleſt degree, ſpread 
diſcontent, or caſt any, the ſlighteſt, re- 
flection on the laws. I cannot however 
avoid regretting, that while an act of 
Parliament of the | laſt reign requires, 
that where two Juſtices of the Peace 
decide cauſes ' for Tithe, under forty - 
ſhillings, they muſt have different quali- 
fications ; among which are theſe, that 
they fhall be laymen, and totally dif- 
intereſted ; and even fo; that there ſhall 
be an appeal from their decifion to the 
Quarter Seſſions: yet that a Court ſhould 
exiſt where a ſingle judge, not poſſeſſing 
perhaps one of thofe many qualifications, 
ſhall decide to any amount; and if the 
Tens — not exceed twenty pounds; the 
N decree 


: 9 I | 
decree of that Judge ſhall be conclu- 
ſive evidence of the ſum due, on bring- 
ing a civil bill to enforce the payment. 
Is this conſiſtent or equitable? I have 
heard that by our law, the Court of 
King's Bench muſt ſet aſide the judgment 
of an inferior Court, and attach a Judge 
of it, if he is found to be any way in- 
tereſted in the cauſe he attempted to 
decide: and will any man ſay, that the 
Judges in our Biſhop's Courts in general, 
are totally free from” intereſt in Tithe 

cauſ ess? 


Now a word as to the vexation, op- 
preſſion and expence :—Do not all theſe 
occur, I aſk, to a poor cottager, when 
he is brought from one extremity of a 
county to the other, for not ſubmitting 
to every demand of a Proctor; for let it 
be remembered, I never have once inſi- 
nuated that the Clergy uſe any ſeverity. 
But it cannot coſt him more, ſays THE O- 
PHILUS, than one pound fix ſhillings 
and eight pence, (to which I add, the 
loſs of time and expence to him and his 
witneſſes) for he is not obliged to employ 
either advocate, or proctor, agent, attor- 

ney,; 
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1 
ney, or counſel: —an indulgence I admit 
the full force of. But ſuppoſe he ſhould 
not be able to make the merits of his 
caſe known, except in a language un- 
known to the learned Judge, who per- 


15 haps has no perſon preſent to act as Y 
interpreter, except the Proctor. From 
ſuch great equity and moderation, free 
from vexation, oppreſſian, and e 
wu Lord d deliver me 1 


A Friend to Equity and Moderation. 
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